
 

CLAY 

COUNTY  

CONTACT  

VOLUME 18 -  NUMBER 15     October/November 2009 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Employ-

ment Opportunity - Affirmative Action 

Employer authorized to provide     

research, educational information and 

other services only to individuals and 

institutions that function with non-

discrimination with respect to race, 

creed, color, religion, age, disability, 

sex, sexual orientation, marital status, 

national origin, political opinions, or 

affiliations.  U.S. Department of Agri-

culture, Cooperative Extension Service, 

University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A. 

& M. University  Cooperative Exten-

sion Program, and Boards of County 

Commissioners Cooperating. 

Clay County Extension  
2463 State Road 16 West 

PO Box 278 

Green Cove Springs  FL 32043 

(904)284/269-6355 & (352)473-3711 

        Our Websiteðhttp://clay.ifas.ufl.edu 
 

Your Extension Staff 
 

Jane Corless, Director/Agent - FCS    Beverly Whitener, Executive Secretary 

Raymond Zerba, Agent - Horticulture      Michelle Alters, Horticulture/Agriculture Secretary 

Jackie Schrader, Agent - 4-H/FCS    Christine Marsh, 4-H Secretary 

David Nistler, Agent - Agriculture/Natural Resources Sally Doyle, Receptionist  

Stephanie Conner, Agent - 4-H   Roxane Strickland, Custodial Technician   
ñThe use of trade names in this publication is solely for the purpose of providing specific information.  It is not a guarantee or  

warranty of the products names, and does not signify that they are approved to the exclusion of other suitable composition.ò 

Hello, 

 November is the time of year we collectively and individually give thanks for the many blessings we have all received 

over the past year.  This is also the time of year that we celebrate Farm-City Week.  This year, the Farm-City Week celebration 

takes place from November 20 through Thanksgiving Day. 

 Do our children and grandchildren know where the food items found in the supermarket originate?  We have many 

adults who donôt really know that chickens lay eggs, that carrots grow in the ground, milk originates from cows or that much 

of the produce we enjoy is hand-picked and are not harvested by machine.  This is a time to thank the people who grow and 

harvest the wide variety of foodstuffs that make up our diets. 

 Our American farmers provide much of the food consumed throughout the world.  As consumers, we have available a 

wider selection of foods than anywhere else.    

 I was recently told that Clay County is not ruralðwe are ñjust an extension of Jacksonville.ò  Although a part of Clay 

is heavily populated, that is not the majority of our land use.  Farms are still alive and well in Clay County. 

 Clay boasts large stands of timber, beef and dairy farms, and a variety of crops and livestock on acreage both large and 

small.  Most of our high schools and some of our middle schools have agriculture and FFA programs in place.  Even our    

newest high school will have these programs when it opens next year.  A good many of our 4-H projects are some type of   

animal or livestock projects. 

 All of this makes us a diverse county in a diverse state.  Most people think of Florida as beaches and amusement parks 

but, in fact, we are one of the largest growers of foodstuffs in the nation. 

 To that, celebrate, give thanks and happy Farm-City Week and Holidays. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jane M. Corless 

Clay County Extension Director  

Family and Consumer Science Agent 

Be sure to look for . . .  
 

X Florida -Friendly Landscape class info  

X North Florida Farmerõs Markets 

X New Programñ4-H Shooting Sports!  

X Holiday Food Safety  



In checking, I was told that the earliest frost on record for our area was      

October 17 in 1901.  That was a light frost, however.  The earliest killing frost 

on record (when temperatures got low enough to end the growing season) 

was November 3
rd

 in 1954, but on average that first killing frost is around  

November 30
th
.  Knowing this, there are things the gardener should do and 

things not to do during the next few months.  

For the lawn, the two big ñnot toôsò are donôt 

fertilize and donôt keep watering twice a 

week! 

 While we continue to see some fertilizer manufacturers try to sell    

products they call ñWinterizers,ò designed to strengthen the lawn going into 

winter, we would advise that once you get too far into October (and certainly 

not in November) in Northeast Florida, you would be ill-advised to apply any 

fertilizer at all - even if you failed to put down a fall fertilizer application.     

Reason - we want our lawns slowing down and going into dormancy, not 

flushing with new growth as potentially harsh weather bears down from the north.  Of course, we never really 

know how cold this winter will be, but when we do have a cold one, those who fertilized (even with ñwinterizing 

typesò) late in the year, are likely to loose lots more grass.  We saw this happen last year.  Those who         

fertilized late lost lots of grass to winter kill.  Bottom line ï do not fertilize past mid-October; just hold off  until 

March in our area of the state.  If you have a lawn service make sure you pass the word on to them as well ï 

no fertilizer during November, December, January or early February! 

 Applying too much water going into the fall, also leads to problems.  Ideally, in October, we should cut 

back an irrigation system so it only cycles on once every 5-7 days (weekly on 

damp type soils - if it doesnôt rain) and then in November and through the rest of 

the winter, only once every 10-14 days.  This seems restrictive because the St. 

Johns River Water Management District allows for once a week watering starting 

the first Sunday in November through the second Sunday in March (this is during 

the Eastern Standard Time period), but once every two weeks is really all that 

grass needs during the winter in so many of our 

wetter communities (probably 70 percent of our 

residential neighborhoods in Clay County) ï so why apply more? What hap-

pens if one doesnôt do this? 

 For one thing, especially on our damper type soils, if you are growing 

St. Augustinegrass and continue to irrigate as frequently as twice a week right 

up through the holidays, your grass will go dormant but dollarweeds will     

continue to grow on through the winter.  Then in February, March, and April, 

instead of grass coming back from the winter, youôll have nearly solid stands 

of dollarweed.  Many times when we are asked to consult on dollarweed prob-

lem areas we find that we can link its occurrence with a gardenerôs failure to adjust their irrigation timer so  

water is applied less often during the fall and winter months.  Those that water not at all except if the soil feels 

dry (stick your finger in it) seldom have a bad problem with spring dollarweed ñexplosions.ò 

 In addition, as cooler weather comes, watering more than once a week leads to more Brown Patch 

Fungus (go to . http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/LH/LH04400.pdf to learn more).  Insects (except for Fall Army-

worms and Mole Crickets) drop off in their activity, but fungus diseases shift 

into ñhigh gear.ò  In many cases, we suspect that failure of large patches of 

St. Augustine to come back from the winter each year is not due to winter 

kill, but to improper irrigation scheduling leading to fungal diebacks and root 

rots.  Do the right thing and lengthen that timer cycle as the weather cools.  

It not only saves water, but will make for a stronger lawn with fewer spring 

weeds! 

For more information on SJRWMD irrigation rules during our winter period 

go to: http://www.sjrwmd.com/wateringrestrictions/restrictions.html   

 For those that have areas that brown, check for insects but if none 

are found, assume you are dealing with a disease and start spraying for it until the spot stops spreading.     
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By Raymond Zerba 

October and November usually mark our first encounter with cool weather and some would say this is none too 

soon.  We should also begin entering our driest time of the year ð some would also say this is none too soon!   

So there is much good weather ahead, much to do, and a great time to be gardening in Florida. 
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 Common in wet years are fall armyworms attacking turfgrass.  If you see spots in the yard that from a 

distance appear as if they were ñscalpedò or cut way too short, this is likely the culprit.  Look for the caterpil-

lars themselves (see picture) and read more about their life cycle, damage, and how to control them by going 

to http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/IG/IG00100.pdf . 

 For those areas that have browned, replacing the grass is probably your only option because brown 

grass will not turn green again.  Do that soon however, because as we leave October, we are once again 

faced with that first killing frost date in November, when you want your lawn as strong as you can make it, not 

freshly replanted.  

 Pine needles have begun to drop now, and leaves from Maples, Oaks, 

Sycamores and many other deciduous trees are not far behind.  There is a    

tendency to take the easy way and just run the mower over them.  While this 

may be done if needle fall is heavy, it is best to rake them up and use them 

around your plant beds - they make excellent natural mulch for all plants.  Chop-

ping fallen needles/leaves and letting them work down into the turf, may lead to 

soil profile layering. While grass clippings can be chopped and returned to the 

lawn without problems (as long as you mow frequently so they donôt ñclump upò) 

because they rot so quickly, woodier materials (needles and some of the leaves 

like magnolia, and oak) are much slower to rot and thus offer the potential to build a layer of only partially rot-

ted organic matter that may add to the negative effect of thatching.  Research, to my knowledge, has yet to be 

undertaken to determine how detrimental this might be to grass, but it certainly is not a good practice when-

ever the needle or leaf drop is heavy.  Take a few minutes and rake up those leaves and needles before you 

mow ï but donôt bag them for hauling away as if they were lawn trash!  Use it as mulch ï your resident earth-

worm population (and the plants that benefit from their activity) will love you for it! 

 

Special note: While we might seem ambivalent about the need to always rake up needles and leaves 

before mowing, we are not so when it comes to pine cones and small branches. This time of year 

there are lots of those in a yard that has pine trees.  If this be your situation, for safety (as well as    

being ñkind to your mowerò) always pick up such materials before you mow.  Watch your children if 

they do the mowing for you; unless reminded regularly, theyôll not likely do this.  One of the most    

unsafe practices is to bend over, while still sitting on or hanging on to a running mower to pick up 

something in its path.  Do it before you start that engine! 

 

 Speaking of earthworms, and for that matter mole crickets, they are two of the favorite food for another 

lawn pest that becomes very active in the fall ï the ground mole.  Weôll soon start to get lots of calls on these.  

While moles eat very few roots (they are mainly carnivores and are actually considered beneficial by some 

organic ñpuristsò because of this), their real damage is from the loosening of the soil that occurs as they tunnel 

in search of earthworms, soil grubs, and mole crickets.  The loosened soil causes grass roots to dry out more 

easily.   

 Moles make three types of tunnels ï two you see and one you may not.  

Shallow feeding tunnels run just under the surface, and usually are ridged up so 

you can see where they have run in the grass.  Moles often meander through a 

lawn exhibiting no particular pattern.  In these, the mole was seeking worms or  

insects using its sensitive nose to pick up their scent. They may only use these 

tunnels once.  Shallow tunnels that run straight, and follow a flower bed or side-

walk, are the more frequently used main corridors for the mole to travel from one 

place to another. 

 The third type tunnel are their ñliving tunnels.ò  These may be as much as a foot deep and are used for 

sleeping or raising a family.  In wet type soils, with a hardpan close to the surface however, these ñliving     

tunnelsò may be close to the surface. Their existence can often be spotted by a raised area that sits higher 

than the rest of the tunnel. 
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 Like most animals, moles can inflict a painful bite if harassed, so if 

you find one ï handle it with care!  While there are some cats, and      

certainly many dogs, which have learned to catch moles, sometimes, 

their digging to get at this animal is far more destructive to a lawn than 

the tunneling of the mole.   

 A mole has few natural predators, although a snake will         

sometimes manage to get to one.  Their greatest natural predator may be 

a sharp-eyed hawk.  I have a friend who has a hawk that is a great predator on 

them, watches for their tunneling from a tree and then swoops down to grab the 

mole just below the surface.  On another occasion and in another locality, I have 

observed this myself, so I know that hawks feed on moles. 

 For the most part however, if a moleôs tunneling becomes more than you 

care to tolerate (it actually does little damage to the turf unless temperatures are 

high and conditions are dry), your only option according to wildlife specialists with 

the University of Florida is a trap.  While there are some that suggest using grits, 

poison peanuts, whirling daisies, sonic thumping devices, chewing gum, etc., etc. ï  use those if you want, but 

if they donôt do the job, switch to a choker trap (pictured is the Nash Choker Trap) avail-

able at many local garden centers.  These, according to the University of Florida, are the 

most effective devices.  They are set, and pushed into one of the straight (main) runs and 

then the next time the mole comes through; it fastens around its neck and humanely     

dispatches it.   

 The harpoon type traps are also used, but they are more visible in the landscape 

and are often tampered with by the curious (animal or person).  The nice things about 

these traps is they can be used over and over again until the ñdeed is done.ò  With    

cleaning and proper storage they should last for probably a lifetime.  Both these traps 

work only if they are placed in tunnel runs that are used again and again.  It might take 

some trial and error to decide the best place to set them.  To learn more about trapping 

ground moles go to: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/UW/UW08000.pdf.  

 

NEW TO THE AREA AND WANT TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR  

LANDSCAPE THE FLORIDA FRIENDLY WAY?  

 
LŦ ǎƻΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ нѹ ƘƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ  άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜέ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ  
University of Florida sponsored, free, and those who attend will walk away with a packet of University of Florida         
materials that should help you achieve a beautiful landscape with a minimum amount of chemical, water, energy,     
and time input. 
 
Where:  Clay County Headquarters Library (Fleming Island), 1895 Town Center Blvd., Orange Park, Florida  
When:  6:30 PM until 9:00 PM on Monday, November 16, 2009 
Note:    Call our office and ask for Michelle if you need directions to the Fleming Island Headquarters Library.  There will 
be no registration fee or cost for the University of Florida materials (approximately 50 handouts to each person), we 
will be distributing at this short course but, we need to have a firm number on how many will be in your party so we 
have enough packets prepared and also because seating is limited to 25 or less. There will be no registration at the 
door!  Please call today and let us know the number in your party. 
 
Note: To pre-register, leave your name, how many will be attending, and a contact phone number or Email address 
with our phone receptionist.  We will not have the program if by Thursday November 12th registration is less than 10.   
We will call to let you know if there is a cancellation.   
 
If you are new to the area, this will most certainly be worth your time.  Come spend 
a couple hours learning about the best way to maintain your landscape in our area, 
using the least amount of chemical, water, energy, and your time? 
 
Give us a call today to reserve a spot in this short course.  269-6355, 284-6355 or 
473-3711 ς you can also email the University of Florida Instructor  
(Raymond Zerba) at rzerba@ufl.edu  for more information.  
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 This year, many of us have observed the benefit of a healthy earthworm 

population when things got really wet. Earthworms come to the surface and 

just begin to ñchurnò the soil with a vengeance as rain falls. They do this, not 

from some desire to ñpleaseò us, but because it provides a looser soil       

structure, allowing more air to reach them 

during times of high soil moisture. It is a self 

preservation activity on their part whose side 

benefit to us is that it also provides more aeration helping our plant roots 

survive heavy rainfalls.  In many ways, there is nothing better for a wet yard 

than a healthy earthworm population. To help build their numbers in your 

plant beds we offer the following advice: 
 

Whenever thereôs extra compost, consider using it as a soil additive around trees and shrubs.  Just 

lay it atop the ground and then spread it to an inch or two.  If you donôt like the looks of it or it 
clashes with your normal mulch, spread a thin layer of that material to cover it.  A better way still is 
to use natural mulches such a leaves and needles.  This way, the system may become ñself-
mulchingò were future leaf falls just ñfit right inò to whatôs already there and youôll never have to 
physically renew the mulch yourself again! Trees themselves will do this for you, as they do in the 
woods. 

 

While those new rubber mulches look attractive, they do little to improve the soil organic content 

and certainly give earthworms nothing to feed on.  Where earthworms are desired, avoid these and 
go entirely with natural organic mulch materials that can rot.   Avoid stone mulches as well.  

 

Avoid covers of any sort under the mulch to exclude weeds - 

except perhaps newspaper which will degrade in a few months.  
Mulches kept at least 2 inches thick and renewed on an annual 
basis should be just as effective at weed exclusion as using 
plastic sheeting or weed mats.  Why restrict earthworms from 
free access to your mulch as they attempt to incorporate it into 
the top two inches of soil where it can do some real good? 

 

Reduce the use of chemicals around plants that might harm 

earthworms.  Keep weed killers and insecticide applications to a minimum and consider fertilizing 
the ñnaturalò way (i.e. using compost, or slow release organics), rather than quick-release fertilizers.  

 

 Many animals become more active now as they prepare for the winter.  

We mentioned moles earlier ï another is the Armadillo.  Armadillos are ñgoing 

to townò these next few months digging up flower beds searching for earth-

worms, beetle grubs, and mole crickets.  For the most part, they eat the same 

things moles do but can cause lots more damage.  Trapping them is the only 

effective control.  Garden shops carry wire cage traps that are good at doing 

this and some stores even rent them.  Bait these with a sock filled with earth-

worms and moist soil.  You can get those at a bait shop if you donôt have your 

own supply.  Set the trap just a dusk and cover the bottom with pine needles so 

the armadillo doesnôt feel the wire when it goes for the bait, and good luck   

trapping!  Be sure to check that trap first thing in the morning in case you have 

accidently caught your neighborôs cat.  For more information on how to successfully trap armadillos go 

to: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/UW/UW08200.pdf.  
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As with lawns, trees and shrubs are also not fertilized in October or November as they prepare for winter.  

Little is done to woody plants except to prune that branch that suddenly went òastrayó and renew 

mulches as multitudes of fallen leaves and needles become readily available. 

Continued on Page 6  
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 Youôll be doing a lot of last-of-the-season trimming during the next few 

months.  In trimming around trees, be careful when using those devices 

called ñline trimmers.ò  We encounter many injured trees where someone has 

totally ignored the fact that those whirling lines can easily wound the bark of 

a tree if they are allowed to whip against it.  With trees that have thin barks 

(Dogwoods, Maples, Elms, Redbuds, and Citrus), the chances are high that 

such injury will kill the tree.  Never allow the string to come anywhere near 

those trunks.  It can cause wounds similar to those intentionally inflicted with 

an ax on trees when we ñgirdleò them by chopping into the bark (all around the trunk) so they will die.  To 

make sure this doesnôt happen, keep a good-sized ring of mulch around bushes and trees so there is no need 

to come anywhere near them with a line trimmer. 

 While it is late to do much propagation by cuttings, you can do some ñtip 

layeringò on many types of bushes you might like more of.  This works especially 

well with most vines and plants like Azaleas.  It simply involves taking a branch 

that is low to the ground, bending it over, and covering a portion of it with soil, 

leaving the end of the branch to stick up.  If necessary, weigh the portion in the 

soil down with a brick on top the ground.  Leave this in place over the winter, 

and by April or May it will probably have rooted.  At that time, cut this new plant 

from the mother plant and you then have two.   With vines such as Ivy, simply 

bury a portion of the vine and youôll find it will root all along itôs length and can 

then be cut in pieces.  It often does this on its own, if it likes where it is planted. 

 I close this section with one last tip.  If you have a plant in the wrong place and you intend to move it, 

the best time to do so is after Christmas and before March 1
st
.  To help reduce stress in the plant   during this 

move, consider preconditioning the plant now.  To do that root prune 

around the plant just inside where you will be cutting it later but do 

not dig under it (6-10 weeks prior to the move is best).  Water the 

plant for a few weeks as if you had just freshly planted it ï you did 

after all cut away most of its roots that take up water!  Then leave it 

alone until the move.  This pre-transplant root pruning will stimulate 

the plant to form lots of tiny roots closer to its main root ball.   It will 

actually form a root ball!  In this way when you later move it, it will al-

ready have lots of those tiny roots that are needed to take up water.  

If you move a plant without doing this first, you are cutting off an awful lot of those tiny roots (which are at the 

end of all those larger roots you are severing during the digging) and it has to not only get used to its new 

planting site but quickly grow more of those tiny roots to take up the water you are trying to give it following 

the move.  Containerized plants donôt have this problem because they carry all those tiny roots with them.  

Not so with a transplanted bush.  P.S. All those tiny roots you encouraged to form closer to the plant by 

root pruning it now also help to hold more soil in place around the root ball when you move it later, 

instead of it all falling away ï a good thing! 

 

BE A HOBBY BEEKEEPER SHORT COURSE  

Saturday, November 14, 2009  
Pre- registration is required by November 9, 2009   

COST:  $15.00 registration fee ($20.00 per couple)  

DESCRIPTION:  This is a hands -on short course where participants will 

watch videos, participate in discussions, and be involved with working with an  

active hive on Extension Center property.  At the end of the course we will demonstrate how honey 

is òrobbed from the beesó and all participants will be able to take home a jar of local honey.  This 

course will allow the participants to receive a complete perspective of the process/expense  in-

volved with keeping honey bees as a hobby.  For more info you can reach us at (904)284 -6355, (904)

269 -6355, or (352)473 -3711. 
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 Vegetables suited for planting in a ñwinter gardenò include Cauliflower, Beets, Broccoli, Brussels 

sprouts, Cabbage, Carrot, Mustard, and Onion.  It would be best to locate grown transplants for many of 

these, rather than trying to grow them from seed this late in the year. 

 For those who want to improve the soil in a garden (and everyone 

should), this is a great time to do so with all that free leaf and needle debris.  

An easy way to use it is to simply lay it down in the walkways between your 

vegetable rows. This will exclude weeds, reducing the need to hoe or pull, 

while at the same time keeping soil containing diseases from being able to 

splash up onto healthy vegetables.  At the 

end of the season, when vegetables are 

pulled out, the whole garden can then be 

turned in (including the partially rotted mulch) to await the spring garden.  At 

the time of planting that next garden, locate your new hills atop this seasonôs 

walkways.  Then next season, place your new mulch in walkways that were 

this seasonôs vegetable hills.  This sort of ñcomposting in placeò is an easy way 

to constantly improve the organic content of a vegetable plot.  

While on this subject of keeping more of your organic ñyard treasuresò on site, rather than having them 

hauled away during this leaf drop season, one of the things you might consider creating now are tomato ñgrow 

rings,ò while there is an abundance of material out there to do it with.  To construct future ñgrow ringsò select 

the area in the garden where you will be putting in your tomato plants in March (this 

also works for cucumber and sweet potato vines).  In these spots construct cages (at 

least 3 feet across) with heavy-duty fence wire (preferably with large mesh (4 X 4 inch 

or larger).  As leaves then become available, rather than putting them in a compost bin 

that must be turned and later spread to another area, use these rings to rot-in-place 

those materials.   We canôt really term this a composting operation, because the        

material is not being turned regularly, but it certainly is a ñrot pileò.   

If you were to add materials to these cages throughout the winter whenever they are 

available, taking some care to keep the green element (higher nitrogen     

content) in balance, youôd end up with a pretty nutritious pile of natural 

ñcompostò by the time you are ready to plant the spring garden.  Two to three 

inches of garden soil should be added whenever a foot or so of organic     

material has accumulated, to assist in the rot process and somewhat imitate 

what would be happening in a ñtrueò compost pile.  A few cups of vegetable 

fertilizer put down when you add the soil in, would also help make this       

material of more value to those spring tomatoes.   

 In the spring then, set 3 plants spaced around this cage, and watch things happen!  Itôs like harvesting 

tomatoes that grew wild from the compost pile ï they always seem to taste better than the ones you plant!  

And the nicest thing is youôve used the leaves in a way that will serve as slow release fertilizer, while not   

having to really work at ñcomposting!ò  Youôll still have to fertilize your tomatoes, but youôll be amazed at how 

much healthier your plants will be.  I used this method for many years when I was gardening and can give it 

my personal endorsement. 
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With cooler weather coming, we must now watch what we plant to insure that it will survive killing frosts. 

With vegetables, the more tender ones should have been planted by September to be harvested before 

that first real cold.  More cold hardy ones can still be planted.  October and November is a bonanza time 

for the gardener whoõs not shy to ask for the bagged needles and leaves being left at curbside by 

neighbors.  Do it!  They make great garden mulch! 



 

To do even a better job at composting in these cages, consider carbon to nitrogen ratios (abbreviated 

C:N ratio) as you would with a normal compost pile.  Organic materials are made up of carbon, nitrogen and 

other substances, but for them to rot more quickly, the ratio of carbon to nitrogen should be somewhere in the 

range of 25:1 (read 25 parts carbon to 1 part nitrogen) on up to 40:1.  Too much carbon makes organic     

substances slower to rot and thus the nutrient benefits from such material less.  Leaf mulches usually run 

from 30 to 80:1.  How would one improve the C:N ratio of the materials they are placing in their cages?  One 

way would be to mix them with materials that are higher in nitrogen and thus have a lower C:N ratio.  Hereôs 

some examples: 

C:N ratios by Weight for Selected Materials 

 
 

  With winter coming on, there arenôt many flowering annuals we should be 

planting.  Among those recommended because of their tolerance of cold are           

Carnations, Foxgloves, Pansies, Petunias, Shasta Daisies, and Snapdragons. 

 When young bedding plants (winter annuals) are set in place this time of year, it 

is common that the next morning many gardeners awake to find those tender plants 

over on their side.  In wet years, and as fall brings dewy nights, slugs and snails       

become very active.  These ñMollusksò hide during the day to keep from drying in the 

sun, but at night and into early morning, they climb plants to feed on leaves and tender 

stalks.  On young plants they often feed right at the ground level on one side causing 

the plant to fall over.  Cutworms, on the other hand, cut the stem entirely off.  Damage 

by snails or slugs is essentially the same (one-sided) and control for them is also the 

same.  It involves using one of the Slug and Snail baits (many brands are on the market).  To use these     

materials effectively, scatter them on the ground just at dusk.  Snails and slugs come to these baits to feed as 

long as they are dry.  Once wet, they hold no attraction to the snail/slug so just about all the killing has to be 

done the first night.  It may be necessary to put down fresh bait for a few nights more, following that first      

application. In a short time however, you should not see more damage as you get control. 

Note:  In our area of Florida we have a large (1+ inch long) rose-

brown colored snail that we should welcome to our gardens.  It is 

called the Rosy Predator Snail (pictured) because of the color of its 

shell.  If you see this snail let it be as its only food are other snails 

and slugs.  It will not eat your plants!  To read more about this 

ñfriendò to the gardener go to: http://entomology.ifas.ufl.edu/

creatures/misc/gastro/snail_eating_snails.htm. 

 

  October/November is an important period for pecans as fall growth 

flushes come on. It is the fall growth that determines how much pollen will 

be produced in the spring because male flowers form on the fall growth not 

spring growth.  High incidences of webworm and leaf-spotting diseases in 

August and September will cause lots of leaf drop/loss. That happened this 

year with all the rain and may be a problem for next yearôs crop. Without 

some dry, sunny weather now, we may see even more premature leaf drop 

that may cause younger pecan trees to re-flush in November or early December.  This could be bad, should 

our winter be cold.  Under such circumstance, tree loss is common.  Letôs hope that wonôt be the case this 

year. 

Vegetable Wastes 12 to 20:1 

Coffee Grounds 20:1 

Grass Clippings 12 to 25:1 

Cow Manure 20:1 

Horse Manure 25:1 

Horse Manure w/litter 30 to 60:1 

Poultry Manure (Fresh) 10:1 

Poultry Manure w/litter 13 to 18:1 
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 All that rain also caused extensive leaf spotting on apples, pears, and grapes from various fungal 

pathogens.  As those leaves drop, rake them from beneath the tree or vine, or 

cover them with fresh mulch.  This delays (or may prevent) their infection of those 

plants next year.  Many of these diseases overwinter on the fallen leaf, even when 

it totally browns. Spraying at this point would be ñafter-the-factò and not very    

helpful unless new growth was coming on that would 

benefit from such protective sprays. 

 This is the time of year we receive calls about a 

striped caterpillar that is massing on Azalea plants and 

defoliating whole branches. This caterpillar is called the Azalea Caterpillar.  It has 

the curious habit of forming a ñUò with its body when disturbed. Since it occurs in 

tight clusters, it is most easily controlled by simply cutting off the branch it has  

chosen to infest.  Wouldnôt doing this be more damaging to the plant than the    

caterpillar?  Not really, because usually it clusters on one of those ñwild shootsò that just suddenly shoot out 

from the body of the plant and should be pruned off anyway.  Sprays, such as Dipel/Thuracide give immediate 

control ending feeding.  

 We are having many plants turned in exhibiting lichen colonies (especially 

Azaleas, Gardenias, Apples, and Dogwood trees) at this time.  While gardeners often 

believe these lichens (which are a combination of an algae and a fungus) are killing a 

particular plant, this is strictly ñguilt-by-association.ò  Lichens form on plants that are 

losing their leaves (allowing more light to penetrate to trunk and branch) and on those 

stems that are not actively increasing in diameter, allowing for the lichen to colonize. 

         While they arenôt killing the plant, lichens are an indication that plant is not doing 

well.  Pruning off infested branches or spraying the lichens with a copper fungicide to 

kill them is not really addressing what allowed them in the first place. Failure to       

address the real problem will likely lead to the continued decline of the plant they infest.  Forget about the    

lichens ï but try to find out why that plant is having problems. Root problems are certainly high on the list of 

possible casual agents for slow decline and subsequent lichen colonization. 

 In closing this section, we remind that now is the time to begin clearing out that 

place where you intend to bring in your less cold hardy potted plants that have been 

outdoors for the summer. It is best if you could find a place where they can stay 

through the winter.  A spot located where light is high (or where you can provide      

supplemental light for 12-14 hours per day) would be ideal.  Be sure to check them 

over carefully for any pests they might be harboring.  Once they are crowded close   

together, such pests (especially mealybugs and scales) will spread rapidly.  A thorough 

check now (and treatment if there is a problem), will prevent an even greater problem in 

the next few months. 

 

THE CULTURE OF DOORYARD FRUIT TREES  

A University of Florida Saturday Gardening Program  
Co-sponsored with the Garden Club of Green Cove Springs 

 

 
Place:  Clay County Extension Center, 2463 State Road 16 West, Green Cove Springs  
Date/Time: Saturday January 16, 2010 from 10:00AM to 1:00PM  
Registration: Minimum needed to hold class ς 15 registered participants by Thursday, January 14, 2010 ς 

there is a $7.00 ($10/couple) registration fee for this course.  Call 284-6355 to register. 
Instructor: Raymond Zerba, Extension Agent, Horticulture, Clay County 

Topics included in this program are growing peaches, nectarines, apples, pears, blueberries, figs and citrus. 
 

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, 
and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disabil-
ity, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations. USDA, UF/IFAS Extension, FAMU and Boards of 
County Commissioners Cooperating. 
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Florida Master Naturalist Program 

Coastal Module 
 

Clay County Extension 
 (904) 269-6355  

Instructors: Lynn Lisenby, Beth Smith, Raymond Zerba 
 

Classes start February 1, 2010 and run through February 24, 2010 
 

This course includes classroom instruction on ecology and invertebrates of coastal  
communities, marine and estuarine systems, maritime uplands, saltwater fish, coastal 

birds and mammals, as well as three field trips. 
 

To obtain more information or to register for this course go online to 
www.masternaturalist.org 

 
 
 
 
 

An Owl That Doesnôt Give a Hoot! 
 

 I thought Iôd highlight a very common owl that we find throughout 

Florida - some claim them the most  common of the owls - the Barn Owl. 

 As itôs name implies, it inhabits mostly man-made structures such as 

barns, outdoor pavilions, and open Church steeples.  It is easily recognized 

because of its heart-shaped face formed by large, white, feathery disks 

around it eyes that give it the look of a ñmonkey.ò  The rest of itôsô body is 

made up of brownish tan feathers with a lighter color on its belly. 

 The Barn Owl belongs to a different family than other Florida Owls 

because of a middle claw that is serrated with a comb-like edge which is 

used for smoothing its feathers.  Other owls donôt have this.  Also, the Barn 

Owl, instead of hooting a greeting, screeches with a high-pitched cry, but we 

already have a Screech Owl so it was named a Barn Owl because of where it lives, instead of a Screech 

Owl. 

 Owls are well suited to their task of hunting at night.  It is a misconception that they cannot see  

during the daytime however.  What they do have is rod receptors (verses the cone receptors they use  

during the day) which allow them to function in low light.  The fact their eyes are toward the front (as ours 

are) instead of on the side (as is the case with other birds), gives them better depth perception.  It is not 

those eyes that make them great nocturnal hunters however, but their great sense of hearing. 

 Also helpful is their ability to be completely quiet when they take flight, unlike other birds.  Owls   

accomplish this because the leading edge of their feathers is soft, downy, and comb-like, eliminating the 

flapping noise of a typical bird in flight.  It is this ability to suddenly swoop out of the night that makes them 

such great hunters while at the same time being greatly feared by many people and cultures.  But thatôs 

unfair! Owls are our friends and do not attack people or carry small children off into the night! They are 

considered beneficial for all the rodents, snakes, and small mammals they eat.  As a Bird of Prey, they are 

a protected species and may not be molested in any way.  If they are a problem, they may only be        

removed by a licensed trapper. RZ 
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YOUR LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS 
 

Farmers markets are an integral part of the urban/farm linkage and have contin-

ued to rise in popularity, mostly due to the growing consumer interest in obtaining 

fresh products directly from the farm. Farmers markets allow consumers to have 

access to locally grown, farm fresh produce, enables farmers the opportunity to 

develop a personal relationship with their customers, and cultivate consumer   

loyalty with the farmers who grow the produce. Direct marketing of farm products 

through farmers markets continues to be an important sales outlet for agricultural 

producers nationwide. Today, there are nearly 4,800 farmers markets operating 

throughout the nation. 
 

Direct farm sales are rising dramatically, new Agriculture Census data shows direct sales of farm products 

increased dramatically from 2002 to 2007, reflecting rapidly growing consumer interest in ñfood with the 

farmerôs face on it.ò  Data released by the USDA Agricultural Census shows that direct food sales ð sold 

by farmers directly to household consumers ð rose 49% to $1.2 billion in 2007 from $812 million in 2002. 

Once adjusted for inflation, the increase is slightly lower, 30%. The number of farms selling direct also   

increased from 116,733 to 136,817 over the same period, a gain of 17%.  
 

Direct sales of food make up a very small share of farm commodity sales, totaling only 0.4% of the $300 

billion of farm sales in 2007. Still, they serve as a key indicator of the emergence of the community foods 

movement. Direct sales have been strongest in New England, New York, California, the Pacific Northwest, 

and near major metro areas such as Denver, Minneapolis, Madison, Chicago, and Atlanta. 

 

Who Benefits from Farmers Markets?     

 

Small farm operators: Those with less than $250,000 in annual receipts who work and manage their own 

operations meet this definition (94 percent of all farms).  
 

Farmers and consumers: Farmers have direct access to markets to 

supplement farm income. Consumers have access to locally grown, 

farm-fresh produce and the opportunity to personally interact with the 

farmer who grows the produce.  
 

The community: Many urban communities where fresh, nutritious foods 

are scarce gain easy access to food. Farmers markets also help to  

promote nutrition education, wholesome eating habits, and better food 

preparation, as well as boosting the communityôs economy. 
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Northeast Florida Community Farmers Markets   

Alachua County Farmers Market 
Corner of U.S. Highway 441 & County Road 121 in  
Gainesville 
Year-round    Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Jared Sweat (352) 371-8236 

Mandarin Farmers Market 
10601 San Jose Blvd. (Whole Foods parking lot)  
Jacksonville 
Year-round   Sunday, 2 to 6 p.m. 
Contact: info@globalgreenup.com 

Butler Plaza Satellite Market 
SW Gainesville at Butler Plaza in front of Goody's & Pet 
Smart in Gainesville 
Seasonal    Tuesdays, 2:00 p.m. until dusk 
Contact: Jared Sweat (352) 371-8236 

St. Johns Town Center Farmers Market 
4663 River City Dr., Jacksonville 
Year-round    Fridays, 3 to 8 p.m. 
Contact: info@globalgreenup.com 

Haile Plantation Farmers Market 
Haile Plantation Village Center in Gainesville 
Mid October through mid July    
Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. to noon 
Contact:  Juan Carlos Rodreguiz (352)377-6345    

Fernandina Farmers Market 
Centre Street and Seventh in historic downtown  
Fernandina Beach 
Year-round   Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Contact:  Jan Smith (904) 491-4872 

Continued on page 12 


